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DRAFT ORDINANCE FOR BOARD CONSIDERATION  
 

ORDINANCE NO.     
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE TEXT OF THE  
TOWN OF WAYNESVILLE LAND DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 

 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Waynesville has the authority, pursuant to Article 7 of Chapter 160D 
of the North Carolina General Statutes, to adopt land development regulations, clarify such regulations, 
and may amend said regulations from time to time in the interest of the public health, safety, and welfare; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Waynesville must comply with its National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System Permit issued by the North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality on August 
19, 2021, and maintain legal authority to enforce the stormwater program through up-to-date ordinances. 
 

WHEREAS, the Town of Waynesville Planning Board has reviewed the proposed text 
amendments to the Stormwater Ordinance 12.5 of the Land Development Standards (LDS) and 
recommends that they are consistent with the 2035 Comprehensive Plan and that they are reasonable and 
in the public interest because: 

 
Goal 1: Continue to promote smart growth principles in land use planning and zoning. 

• Encourage infill, mixed-use and context-sensitive development. 
• Promote conservation design to preserve important natural resources. 

 
Goal 3: Protect and enhance Waynesville’s natural resources. 

• Protect and enhance water quality and forests. 
 
WHEREAS, the Planning Board has reviewed and recommends the proposed text amendments 

for enactment by the Town Council; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Town Council find this Ordinance is consistent with the Town’s 2035 
Comprehensive Plan and that it is reasonable and in the public interest to “make decisions about resources 
and land use in accordance with North Carolina General Statutes.” and  

 
WHEREAS, after notice duly given, a public hearing was held on June 16, 2025, at the regular 

meeting of the Waynesville Planning Board, and on August 26, 2025, at the regularly scheduled meeting 
of the Town Council; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE WAYNESVILLE TOWN COUNCIL, 
MEETING IN REGULAR SESSION ON AUGUST 26, 2025, AND WITH A MAJORITY OF THE 
BOARD MEMBERS VOTING IN THE AFFIRMATIVE, THE FOLLOWING: 
 
Section 12.5- Stormwater Management of the Land Development Standards (LDS) be amended as 
follows: 
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12.5.2 Applicability. 

A. Commencement Date: Beginning with and subsequent to its effective date, the requirements of this 
section are applicable to all development and redevelopment located within the Town Limits and 
Extraterritorial Jurisdiction of Waynesville including, but not limited to, site plan applications, subdivision 
applications, and grading applications unless exempt pursuant to this section.  
 

B. Required Conformity: No building, structure, or land shall be used, occupied, or altered and no building, 
structure, or part thereof shall be erected, constructed, reconstructed, moved, enlarged, or structurally 
altered unless in conformity with all the provisions of this section and all other applicable regulations 
except as otherwise provided in this Section.  

 
C. Permit Required: A stormwater permit is required for all development and redevelopment, unless 

exempt pursuant to this ordinance. No development for which a stormwater permit is required pursuant 
to this ordinance shall occur except in compliance with the provisions, conditions, and limitations of the 
permit. A stormwater permit shall govern the design, installation, and construction of stormwater 
management and control practices on the site, including structural BMPs and elements of site design for 
stormwater management other than structural BMPs. The permit is intended to provide a mechanism for 
the review, approval, and inspection of the approach to be used for the management and control of 
stormwater for the development or redevelopment site consistent with the requirements of this 
ordinance. Additional details regarding stormwater permit requirements and procedures can be found in 
Sections 15.2.3, 15.4, and 15.7.3 

 
D. Minimum Development Thresholds: The standards of this section shall apply to all new development and 

redevelopment projects that:  
 

a) Cumulatively disturb one (1) acre or more.  
 

b) Projects of less than one acre and that are a part of a larger common plan of development or sale, 
even though multiple, separate, or distinct activities take place at different times on different 
schedules.  

 
c) Projects of less than one acre and that have a proposed increased impervious surface on completion 

of greater than 24,000 square feet.  

All development and redevelopment shall direct stormwater runoff to landscaped areas and other 
pervious surfaces to the maximum extent possible. All built-upon areas shall be designed and located to 
minimize stormwater runoff impact to the receiving waters, minimize concentrated stormwater flow, 
maximize the use of sheet flow through vegetated areas, and maximize the flow length through vegetated 
areas.  

E. Illicit Discharges Applicable to All Existing or New Development: The non-stormwater discharge controls 
set forth in 12.5.9 of this section shall apply to all existing or proposed developments in the Town of 
Waynesville's jurisdiction.  

12.5.3 Exemptions. 

The following development applications are exempt from the standards of this section:  

• Single-family and two-family developments on individual lots. A single-family dwelling on an individual lot 
or a two-family dwelling on an individual lot, provided the lot is not a part of a larger site plan or 
subdivision. 
 

• All development in the Central Business District (CBD) zone.  
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• Development and redevelopment that cumulatively disturbs less than (1) one acre and is not part of a 
larger common plan of development, or sale unless such activities are part of a larger common plan of 
development or sale, even though multiple, separate, or distinct activities take place at different times on 
different schedules.  
 

• Activities that are exempt from permit requirements of Section 404 of the Federal Clean Water Act as 
specified in 40 CFR 232 (primarily ongoing farming and forestry activities) are exempt from the provisions 
of this section.  
 

• Redevelopment that results in no net increase in built-upon area and/or provides equal or greater 
stormwater control than the previous development is exempt from the provisions of this ordinance.  
 
 
 

ADOPTED this ______Day of __________, 2025. 
 
 
        TOWN OF WAYNESVILLE 
 
 
             
        J. Gary Caldwell, Mayor 
ATTEST:    
 
      
Candace Poolton, Town Clerk 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
      
Martha Bradley, Town Attorney 
 


